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would enter a European war, but in her present embarrass-
ments (summer of 1914) it was taken for granted she could
not, even if she would. Meanwhile every effort was made up
to the last moment by England to come to some agreement
with Germany for the reduction of the German naval pro-
gramme—efforts which were interpreted in Germany as signs
of weakness.
On June 28, 1914, the heir to the Austrian throne, while
driving through the streets of Sarajevo, the capital of the Slav
districts which Austria had recently annexed, was assassinated
by a Slav, a Serbian subject. The Austrian Government sent
the Serbian Government a note of violence unparalleled since
the French Revolution and demanding the right to act in the
punishment of this crime as though Serbia were a vassal state.
Russia, the acknowledged protector of the Slavs of Greek
religion and specially of Serbia, was thus directly challenged,
and the Prussian General Staff accepted the opportunity for a
general war. It issued a preliminary notice of mobilization.
To this the Russian Government replied by ordering mobiliza-
tion in its turn, whereupon immediately Prussia and Austria
proceeded to the farther step of full mobilization.
The German Government next addressed an ultimatum to
France insisting on the declaration of French neutrality and
demanding the handing over of French towns as a guarantee.
On the refusal of this demand the German Government
declared war on France, as had the Austrian on Russia, and
immediately Austria and Germany, the armed Central Powers
of Europe, were at war with the Franco-Russian alliance.
Italy, though the ally of the Central Powers, refused to move,
nor did the English Government declare itself. The German
forces crossed the frontier of Belgium, thereby violating neutral
territory on the same day and at the same hour as they had
crossed the French frontier in the war of 1870, August 4.
Whereupon, after a long and doubtful Cabinet discussion,
England entered the War.
The calculations of the Prussian General Staff were sound.
The numerical strength of the Central Powers in fully equipped
and fully trained men was superior to that which the French
and Russians could put in the field. In power of munitionment,
and especially of heavy artillery, the Central Powers were im-
mensely superior to their opponents. Over and above this the
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